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There are many
tricksto keep
children safe, from

tracking the app
usage to educating
with seminars,
writes Alvina Clara

hildren growing up in the digital

age—digital natives—are not as

naive as parentsand teachers think.
Surrounded by technology and devices
and flooded by social media posts and
- reels, the generation is growing faster
 than one could imagine. Being relatively
* naive,children may unintentionally harm
themselves by viewing unsuitable content
~ orinteracting with strangers.

With increased virtual reality usage,
thechallenges will onlyincrease. Parents
and academicians may find it difficult to
- parent and teach this advanced genera-
 tion that is more intelligent and mature
 fortheirage. Here are some tips thatcan
~ helpparents keep track of things:

. #Limiting screen time: Spending too

* much time online disconnects children

ﬁl‘m their physical world. So, limiting
activity to certain hoursiscru

&"dﬂ}'.l e.one hour after school, certain

h‘fa limit on usage to specific imes of

days of the week or on weekends only. Re-
strain kids from using their devices just
before bedtime. The blue light from de-
vices suppresses melatonin production,
making it difficult for them to “turn off”
their brains and fall asleep.

® Restrict inappropriate sites: Chil-
dren may stumble upon sites inappro-
priate for their age and may not realise
the risks. Parents must decide which sites
and apps are safe for their children and
block harmful ones: Utilise Safe Search,
Google Family Link and other control
settings to block unsuitable content.
Create guidelines around device usage,
and make sure your child understands
and follows them. Keep track of their
browsing history.

® Monitor online relationships: So-
cial media can significantly impact
children’s lives, such as influencing the
friend groups they join and impacting
their self-esteem and personality. Mon-
itor with whom children are interact-
ing or exchanging messages. Restrain
your child from staying late at night on
chat sites. Talk about responsible usage
and setting boundaries and warn them
against meeting strangers.

= Digital privacy: Children todayleave a
significant digital footprint through on-
line activities. Posting photos and where-
abouts can make them a soft target for
malicious intentions. Educate children
about thoughtful digital presence, the
consequences of sharing personal infor-
mation and the importance of privacy
settings; lay ground rules for posting

m‘h

photos online.

® Awareness about online safety: Digi-
tal natives are extensively exposed to on-
line risks such as cyberbullying, hacking
tricks, and scams. Viewing violent and
sensitive content can impact their minds
and model wrong behaviours. Educate
them about online safety and establish
guidelines for internet usage. Encourage
open communication.

® Digital well-being: Constant gaming
and exposure online can affect a child’s
mental development and well-being. The
display of addictive and obsessive behav-
iours is another worry. Take control of the
devices or ban usage if kids rebel against
rules or cross boundaries. Encourage

kids to replace daytime screen time with
outdoor physical activity or play.

® Be the change you want to see: Follow
the healthy habits you want your child
to follow and use technology in healthy
ways. Practise healthy technology habits,
such as using devices fora limited time or
switching them off during bedtime. Keep
phones and other devices out of the bed-

rooms at night. Avoid using them during
family mealtimes.

Teaching digital natives

A teacher must facilitate students’
learning through technology at school.
Encouraging them to research and view
infographics on various sites will help

Parenting and teacg digital natives

them gain a broader understanding of
the topics being taught in the institute,

Self-learning is the future. Children can
seek guidance and advice from teachers/
mentors when needed. Here are some
tips for teachersand education institutes:
® A tech policy: Making students sign a
tech policy is an excellent way to establish
expectations for tech usage on the insti-
tute’s premises. The policy must outline
guidelines and rules for device and Wi-
Fi usage and consequences for non-ad-
herence. Ensure each student reads and
understands the terms and conditions of
the contract.

® Tech talks and seminars: Organise
seminars, guest talks and other aware-
ness programmes on the dangers and
misuse of online data. Make them aware
of the digital footprint they leave behind
and how the information and material
linked to their accounts can be misused.
Educate them about online safety and
privacy and clanfy any questions or
doubts.

® OQutline healthy practices: During
computer lab sessions, train students
in organising their digital files and in-
formation. Advise students to maintain
backups of data regularly. Guide them
on setting strong passwords and secu-
rity management; instruct them not to
provide others access to their accounts.
Similarly, advise them against touching
other’s devices or logging in to their ac-
counts without permission.

(The author is a freelance writer).



STUDY ABROAD

GEETHA CHAUHAN

ver the past few years, there has

been a noticeable surge in Indian

students studying abroad. Many
students have recognised the valuable
opportunity to pursue their education
in foreign countries. In 2022, this trend
reached new heights, with approximately
7.5 lakh Indians opting for international
studies, representing a significant surge
compared to previous years.

This trend is not restricted to metro-
politan cities alone but extends to Tier-2
and Tier-3 cities across India. The allure
of studying abroad has never been more
potent than it is now.

Nevertheless, undertaking this

lifechanging journey necessitates care-
ful planning and considering various
factors. To ensure success on this path,
consider aspects that will maximise your
study experience.

Best universities for your desired
ties specialising in your desired field. For
example, the United States and the United
Kingdom are known for their excellence
across various educational disciplines.
Germany is highly regarded for its exper-
tise in engineering and sciences, while
Australia and Canada provide excellent
researchopportunities. Itis crucial toalign

your academic interests and career goals
when selecting a study destination.
= Budgetary factors: Finances are a

crucial aspect of your study abroad ex-
perience. It's essential to start by under-
standing the financial components, such
as tuition fees, accommodation expens-
es, and additional costs like books and
health insurance. Many students create
a comprehensive budget to account for
these expenses. You can explore options
like scholarships, part-time employment
opportunities, and financial aid to ensure
your study abroad plans align with your
financial capabilities.
® Healthcare considerations: Your
health is paramount while studying
in another country. Get to know the
healthcare costs in your country of
residence, Make sure you have your
health insurance coverage to address

medical requirements.

= Career prospects: Studying overseas
can considerably impact Your future
professional opportunities. Research
thoroughly for job opportunities when
you graduate in your chosen field. Many
foreign universities are highly regarded
internationally and have extensive in-
dustry contacts. Have a close look at em-
ployment data and projections for your
desired profession.

= Opportunities for extracurricular
activities: Don't forget to consider your
interests outside the school besides ac-
ademics. Explore extracurricular activ-
ities and events offered on campus and
in the host country. Cultural experiences,
sports, clubs, and volunteer work broad-

Factors toconsider beforedeciding tostudy abroad

enyour horizons and foster development.
= Cultural aspects to be adopted: Stu-
dents’ success depends on the quality
of their living situation. It is essential to
explore options for accommodation,
including university dormitories and
apartments located off campus. Along
with that, successful cultural adjustment
is essential for studying abroad success-
fully. You should be curious about and
receptive to the cultures and traditions
of your host country.

s Restrictions: Under new rules aimed

Send in your queries to us at
dheducationi@deccanherald.co.inwith
‘Study Abroad’ in the subject line.

at curbing migration in the UK, only over-
seas students pursuing research-based
programmes like PhDs or research-led
master’s courses are permitted to bring
dependents. Besides, students must
complete their studies before switching
to work visas, creating a more distinct
separation between academic and pro-
fessional pathways. Students must be
aware of such rules and immigration
regulanons that can impact them before
making a final decision.
Ulomately, a genuinely transformative
study abroad experience fulfils, enriches,
elevates, and setsyouapartinaninereas-
ingly compenuve global arena.
{The authoris the co-founder and CEO of
(t rermittance start-up)



CAREERS

Repairingbrokenrun

Bias against
womenisn'tjust
fromtop-down, top
management, but
also bottom-up,
fromcolleagues,
writes Aruna
Sankaranarayanan

report by McKinsey in collabo-
ration with LeanIn.org argues
that the biggest hurdle to women
climbing the proverbial corporate
ladder isn’t the glass ceiling, asis
generally believed, but the “broken
rung” phenomenon. Based on
data collected on working women
in the United States and Canada,
the report argues that women’s
advancement is stymied early in
their careers.

The scales are tipped to favour
men from the first jump, from an
entry-level position to a manager.
For every 100 men who get promot-
ed, only 87 women make their way
up. This trend has been observed
for nine years in succession. Alarm-
ingly, for women of colour, there
has been a downward spiral.

Unfortunately, this early setback
impacts women adversely as they
tend to remain behind the pack.
Even if companies try to ‘fix’ the
glass ceiling problem by promoting
women to senior-level positions,
that is only a temporary measure.
Unless the broken rungs at the
bottom are fixed, fewer women can
ascend at the same pace as men.

In The Harvard Gazette,
Christina Pazzanese interviews Iris
Bohnet, an expert on gender equity
in the workplace, who agrees with
the broken rung hypothesis. She
mentions that in one company in
Europe, women shied away from
being promoted to a managerial
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role because they had very few role
models. Interestingly, the women
were willing to be promoted, pro-
vided they didn’t have to manage
teams.

Research also supports the idea
that female bosses are less popular
than male counterparts. Both men
and women dislike taking orders
from women. People tend to judge
women bosses more negatively.
Female faculty members receive
more stringent ratings than men.

Bias against women isn’t just top-
down, from top management, but
also bottom-up, from colleagues.
Robert Booth writes in The Guard-
ian that in a survey of HR manag-
ersin England and Wales, 20%
revealed that they were diffident
about hiring women they thought
might “start families” soon.

Aalarmingly, younger HR
personnel exhibited more bias
against women than older ones.
Given this bleak scenario, what can
companies do to mend the problem

ey N s

of broken rungs?

Fixing the scene

Inablog postin Training Magazine,
Meredith Lepley and Lauren Young
arguethatthisisa complexissue that
requires a multipronged approach
across all levels of an organisation.

Kim Elsesser notes in Forbes that
when companies commit to enhanc-
ing gender diversity, more women
canrisetotheranks. Somestrategies
thatreduce gender bias involve “set-
ting targets”and holding “managers
accountable”.

Additionally, Lepley and Young
observe that women are not men-
tored or coached as much as men.
Righting this imbalance would
be part of the solution. Moreover,
companies may address sociocul-
tural factors that are elemental in
keeping women behind. Besides
training and sensitisation pro
grammes, an organisation’s culture
has to reflect gender-inclusive
policies and practices.

For example, Anushruti notes in
ablog post of The Novice HR that
providing paternity leave may be
one more way to tackle this issue.
By prioritising maternity over
paternity leave, companies are sig-
nalling that women are the primary
caregivers while fathers play a less
pivotal role in child-rearing.

Granting men and women equal
amounts of leave when a child is
born implies that both parents
share the onus of caregiving
equally. Further, women tend o
return to work sooner when their
partners avail of paternity leave.
Anushruti points out that while
maternity leave is mandated by law
in India, paternity leave is left to the
“discretion ot the employer™.

Repairing broken rungs at the
workplace involves systemic chang-
es and seismic shifts in cultural
tropes about men’s and women’s
societal roles.

(The author is a psychologist and
writer)
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Al summit likely to see

consensus-based ‘declaration

document’: Vaishnaw

NEW DELHI, DHNS

Union Minister for Electronics
and Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Monday

said the Global Partmership on
Artificial Intelligence (GPAI)
Summit will see intense de-
liberations on Al between the
24-member countries, which
will work towards consen-
sus-based ‘declaration docu-
ment’ on approach to Al op-
portunities and risk mitigation.

“Since entire world wants to
put certain guardrails, there
is more or less convergence of

how Al should be treated, going
forward,” Vaishnaw told media

persons here.
The minister said that GPAI

deliberations are expected to
culminate into a declaration
document, arrived at with “con-
sensus”. “We are negotiating a
declaration document. We are
hoping we will be able to arrive
at some consensus,” he said.

India -- which has always
championed democratisation
of technology for masses -- will
moot use of Al for sustainable
agriculture as well as a Digital
Public Infrastructure-like col-
laborative structure for har-
nessing the power of artificial
intelligence, Vaishnaw, who is
the Minister of I'T and Electron-
ics, said.

The three-day event (De-
cember 12-14) will be held at
the national capital and will be

Ashwini Vaishnaw

inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and partici-
pants will include delegations
from 24 GPAI member coun-
tries, GPAI’s multi-stakehold-
er experts group, global Al
experts, multilateral organisa-
tions, and other relevant stake-

holders.

Discussions at this week’s
summit will be on both risks as
well as opportunities, Vaishnaw

said.
Vaishnaw also reiterated

that India is a leading torce to
contend with in the field of Al.
“Talent intensity in Al in India
isranked among thetop inthe
world,” he said.

GPAI will look to bring to-
gether a common thinking on
Al.International forums typ-
ically strive to come up with a
document or policy direction
which then becomes the way
people start thinking, Vaish-
naw said, citing examples
like the Delhi Declaration at
G20 Summit.

While some nations may pre-
fer to opt for hard regulations,
India’s approach has been one
of balancing innovation and
regulation, he said.




Tiny EVspack abigger

climate punch than cars

Two- and three-wheeled vehicles, used by billions of people, are moving away from fossil fuels
to batteries faster than cars in countries that have made the energy transition a priority

SOMINI SENGUPTA, ABDI LATIF DAHIR,
ALEX TRAVELLI AND CLIFFORD KRAUSS

ig Oil faces a tiny foe on the

streets of Asia and Africa. The

noisy. noxious vehicles thatrun

ontwoand threewheels, carmy-

ing bilhons of people daily. are

quiethy going electric— i tum
knocking down oil demand by one million
barrelsa day thisvear.

InKenvaand Rwanda. dozensof startups
arevving toreplace oil-guzzling motorcycle
taxas with batterv-powered ones. In India.
more than half of all new three-wheeled
vehicles sold and registered this vear were
batterv-operated. Indonesia and Thailand
are also encouraging electrificaton of mo-
torcvcle taxas.

China dommatesthe market. Its govern-
ment began promoting EVsdecadesagoin
a bidto clean s smog-choked cities. which

explains why a vast majority of the world’s
electric two-wheelers are in China.

The shift to electric mobility overall has

reduced global oil demand by 1.8 milhon bar-
rels everv day, according to BloombergNE.
Two-and three-wheelers account for 60%of
that reducton. or L.O8million barrels. Taken
together, cars and smaller EVsare projected
to displace only 4% of total il demand this
vear. Still. their growth is vital to the energy
transiton because transportation accounts
for about 20% of global greenhouse gas
emissions. Of all the changes the world is
making to slow further warming, electric
vehicle sales are the only category on track
to meet chimate goals, according 10 an ex-
haustive independent study.

EVsalso solve the more immediate prob-
lem of air pollution, which the WHO links to
anestmated 7 million premature deaths an-
nuallyThe big shiftto iny electric vehicles is
underappreciated in the United States and
Europe, where, despite the popularity of
electric bicycles and scooters, the focus has
been mainly on cars. The global majority,
though, doesn't roll on four wheels.

In Nairobi and in Hanoi, Vietnam, mo-
torcycles serve as taxis. In Mumbai, [nt':lla,
scooters can carry a family of four. In China,
electricbicycles are how millions commute.

“Electric bikes are quieter, much more
efficientand good for the environment,”said
Jesse Forrester, the founder of Mazi Mobil-
ity, which has 60 electric motorcycle taxis,
knownasboda-bodas, ontheroadsin Nairo-
bi.“There’sa quiet revolution nowin Kenya
driving this transformation for the future.
Forrester’s firmis among several competing
to establish an electric two-wheeler ecosys-
tem, selling or assembling imported bikes,
' ' chargemandworlungwnh lenders
to offer cheap credit.

Flsewhere, established motorcycle man-
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Electricrickshaw drivers wait for fares at amarket in Darbhanga. Of all the changes the world is making to slow global

- - r; -
- T s i - -
— g i 3 e - i
4 4 4 ¥ . AT
L < ._ — '-'-’ ; ) # A
- - - r - !
" 5 a ..;— i o ¢ - -
f . e —
=¥ i . s . i -
i - < E il
" . e .Y
- »
¥ ol - i -
-, f
L _'."_ = "3 g # e
: W o I, i
s Al e gl e , I3
_", e " e Fid

il

% ; . .
% Ty 3 . i

—)

warming, EV sales are the only category on track to meet climate goals. In India, more than half of all new three-wheeled
vehicles sold and registered this year were battery-operated. Nyt

ufacturers are rolling out battery-powered
maodels, including an electric scooter forun-
der $1,800 by India-based Hero MotoCorp
Ride-sharing companies, such as Ola, also
based in India, are getting inon the business.
And Honda recently said it was investing
$3.4 billion with the aim of selling 4 million
electric motorcycles a year by 2030.

The biggest obstacle to small EVsis gov-
ernment policy. Countries like Mexico that
subsidise oil rather than batteries have few
electric two- and three-wheelers — or as
Karla Ramirez, amotorcycle dealerin Mex-
ico City, put it, they are “a niche product.”

At a gas station on the side of a highway
near Nairobi, ateam from ARC Ride, one of
the aty's leading electric boda-boda start-
ups, was puttung up ashiny new cabinet that
ppens with a phone app.

Putaspentlithium batteryintoan empty
locker, take out a fully charged one from
another and you're good to go for at least
90 kilometers — nearly enough for a full
day’s work for the motorcycle-taxi drivers.

ARChasinstalled 72 swap stations in Nai-
robi,and it has plansto set up over 25 more
inthe coming months, one for every couple
of kilometers on the city’s busiest routes.

“We are interested in a solution that’s
going to enable mass electric transport,”
said Felix Saro-Wiwa, head of sustainable

growth at ARC Ride. Saro-Wiwa has a his-
tory in this business. His grandfather, Ken
Saro-Wiwa, wasa humanrightsactivistwho
drew international attention to the social
and environmental harms of oil produc-
tion in his native Nigeria. He was executed
in1995 by amilitary government. There are
around 1,500 electric boda-bodasin circula-
tionin Kenya, atiny fraction of the estimated
1.3 million boda-bodasin the country. Many
hurdles remain. Electricity is expensive. The
government exempted electric motorcycle
sellers from import duties, but the policy
needs approval every year, which makes it
hard for companies to plan. There's a cum-
bersome bureaucracy toimport parts. The
depreciating Kenyan currency doesn’t help.,
Electric bikes fromdifferentstartups runon
incompatible batteries and operating sys-
tems, hindering widespread use, Saro-Wiwa
is bullish that when the dust settles, the shift
away from oil and gas will take off.

Shankar Raiis on the cutting edge of In-
dia’s electric vehicle transition. A 45-year-
old father of three, Rai drives a three-
wheeled electric rickshaw nine hours a
day, six days a week through Darbhanga,
a mostly poor Indian city near Nepal. He
makes roughly 1,000 rupees ($12) a day,
nearly half of which goes to a friend, who
ownstherickshawand chargesitovernight.
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The rest goes to food and school fees. He
1s part of a $1.2 billion push by the Indian
government to make sure 30% of vehicles
on the road are battery-powered by 2030.
Much of that government largesse goes to
auto dealers, which pass on the savings to
buyers of rickshaws by lowering prices.

In Darbhanga, a new acid-battery nck-
shaw sells for around Rs 175,000, half the
price of a new rickshaw powered by natural
gas. Charging the battery costs Rs 20, one-
fourth of the price of filling a gas tank. The
rebates seemto be working. Reliance Indus-
tries is converting its three-wheeled cargo
vehicles from gas to electric. Food delivery
servicesare going electc,

Chetan Maini, whose company Sun Mo-
bility builds charging infrastructure, said
business was growing fast. Battery prices
are dropping, helping to push down the
cost of electric two- and three-wheelers.
“When the crossover pointhappenshere,”
Maini predicted, “the effect is very quick,
hockey stick-shaped, because it’'s more
price-sensitive.”

In Darbhanga, around 200 electric
rickshaws are sold a month, according to
BalajiMotors,adealer. In twoyears, asales
manager estimates, electric rickshaws will
dominate the streets.

The New York Times



Understanding web browsers:
how do they work?

Web browsers translate code into the dynamic web pages that form the backbone of our online experiences.

Modern browsers have multiple core components, each of which is a complex technology in itself

Varun Vohra

eb browsers are our
digital passports to the
vast universe of the
internet. Their simplicity
is deceptive as beneath their user-friendly
interfaces lies a world of intricate
processes that transform clicks into the
web pages we interact with every day.

What are web browsers?
Fundamentally, the browser is an
application that people use to send and
receive messages via the internet. In other
words, the browser is a program that runs
on your device, with its purpose being to
fetch information in different formats
from the internet and show it on the
device. It also does the reverse, receiving
vour input (say, a click), translating it to
code, and transmitting it to some other
machine across the internet.

How were browsers born?

In the early 1990s, the internet was a
fledgling entity, largely text-based and
navigated through little pieces of code
typed out and transmitted to machines
somewhere else, waiting for them to
respond. Then, in 1990, the English
computer scientist Tim Berners-Lee
introduced the concept of the World Wide
Weh, and with it came the first web
browser, also named “WorldWideWeb’. It
didn't just display web pages; it also
allowed users to edit them.

The next watershed moment was the
debut of the Mosaic browser in 1993.
Developed by a team at the U.S. National
Center for Supercomputing Applications,
it introduced the concept of displaying
images alongside text, revolutionising the
way we interacted with the web. This is
when the internet became visually
engaging. Netscape Navigator burst onto
the scene a year later and rapidly became
the most popular browser of its time. It
brought feature innovations like
bookmarks and a user-friendly URL bar,
simplifying navigation and making the
web more accessible.

Then, the late 1990s witnessed a fierce
battle among browser developers — a
period dubbed the ‘Browser Wars'.
Microsoft's Internet Explorer (IE) and
Netscape Navigator were the primary
contenders. This competition spurred
rapid innovation, with each browser
striving to outperform the other in terms
of speed, features, and compatibility. By
2000, IE had emerged as the dominant
browser, due in large part to its
integration with the Windows operating
system. But this peried of monopoly also
caused development and innovation to
stagnate.

This monotony was broken in 2004 or
2005, in the next turning point in the
history of browsers: the emergence of
Mozilla Firefox. Developed by a
community of volunteers and based on
open-source principles, Firefox
introduced ground-breaking new features
like tabbed browsing and pop-up
blocking, and also allowed users to
‘extend’ their personal browsers with
add-ons. Firefox's arrival reinvigorated
competition and set new standards for
user-friendly browsing.

In 2008, Google launched Chrome,
which swiftly gained in popularity for its
speed and minimalist design. Like

browsers past, Chrome’s success also
revitalised the browser market and
encouraged innovation across the board.
Other browsers, like Mozilla Firefox,
Apple's Safari, and Microsoft Edge (as a
successor to Internet Explorer) also
evolved, providing users with a range of
choices tailored to their preferences.

What is inside a browser?

Modern web browsers have multiple core
components, each of which is a complex
technology in itself. They also rely on
several others, plus standards that say
how the internet should work.

First is the request and response
component. When you enter a website's
address {in the form of the Uniform
Resource Locator, or URL) into your
browser's address bar or when you dick a
link, you set in motion a sequence of
digital communication. The browser
sends a request to a server, asking for the
contents of the specific web page you're
interested in. This request travels through
a network of servers, like dispatching a
letter through a series of post offices.
Upon reaching the server, the request is
received and processed. The server then
formulates a response containing the
information (or data) required to
construct the web page. This response
embarks on its journey back to your

GETTY | MAGES

browser, carrying the digital blueprint for
the page you requested.

Second is deconstructing the response.
The response from the server is not a
singular entity. Instead, it is an amalgam
of various files. Typically, these files have
information encoded in three languages:
HTML, CS5, and JavaScript. Each set of
information plays a pivotal role in shaping
the final presentation of the web page.
HTML, short for Hypertext Markup
Language, provides the architectural
blueprint of a webpage. Similar to the
skeletal framework of a building, made
with iron bars, bricks, and cement, HTML
defines the structure of the page,
outlining elements like headings,
paragraphs, images, and links. As the
cornerstone of web content, HTML is the
foundation on which browsers construct
the visual layout.

Imagine CSS, or Cascading Style
Sheets, to be the interior designer of the
digital world. This information imparts
stvle and aesthetics to the HTML
structure by controlling attributes like
colour schemes, fonts, spacing, and
positioning. CSS ensures that the webpage
comes into its unique visual identity.
JavaScript is the dynamic engine, making
web pages interactive and responsive.
Analogous to the electrical system in a
building, JavaScript breathes life into

static content. It allows interactive
elements like pop-ups, forms, animations,
and real-time updates, creating an
engaging user experience. It also allows
the browser to run some scripts and
perform simple tasks on a page instead of
waiting to receive instructions from a
distant server.

Then there is rendering — with HTML,
(85, and JavaScript in hand, a browser
begins the process of rendering. This
involves deciphering the HTML to
understand the structural arrangement,
applying CSS for stylistic finesse, and
executing JavaScript to infuse interactivity
{One can deconstruct the final result ona
webpage by right-clicking on the page and
selecting ‘Inspect’). This process is
remarkably swift, assembling the final
webpage and presenting it to the user ina
cohesive and visually appealing manner
in much less than a second, depending on
the amount of data. Rendering engines
are in themselves a key piece of
technology that enable screens to display
graphics.

Fourth component is managing data.
Browsers serve as adept custodians of
vour digital footprint, so they also
implement instruments like cookies and
cache to enhance your online experience.
Cookdies are small snippets of data stored
on your computer by websites you visit.
Think of them as digital post-it notes.
They retain information such as login
status, site preferences, and shopping cart
contents. This allows you to navigate
seamlessly, without having to re-login to a
site when you close and reopen it in a
short span of ime. Comparable to
short-term memory, the cache is a
repository of frequently accessed files.
When you revisit a webpage, the browser
checks its cache to see if it already has a
copy of the required files. If so, it retrieves
them from the cache rather than
re-downloading them from the server.
This accelerates page loading time and
conserves bandwidth.

And finally, we have security. Web
browsers are sentinels that guard your
digital sanctuary. They use an array of
security measures to protect your data as
they fly between your computer to
various servers, via the internet, and even
when they're stored on your compuiter
itself. They do this by using encryption
protocols, such as HTTPS, to create
secure ‘tunnels’ for data exchange
shielding the information from prying
eves. Browsers also use warning systems
to alert you about potentially malicious
websites, preventing inadvertent
exposure to threats.

What next for browsing?

As technology hurtles forward, web
browsers evolve in tandem. They are
embracing cutting-edge technologies like
WebAssembly, a format that enables
near-native performance within the
browser environment. Support for virtual
reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR}
experiences is also on the horizon,
promising immersive online interactions.
Additionally, privacy features are being
bolstered, providing users with greater
conirol over their digital footprint.

In sum, web browsers are the unsung
heroes of our digital endeavours,
translating code into the dynamic web
pages that form the backbone of our
online experiences. By unravelling the
intricate tapestry of processes that
underlie their operation, we gain a
newfound appreciation for the seamless
magic they conjure with every click.

The next time vou open your browser,
remember that behind the scenes, a
symphony of digital choreography is
unfolding to bring vou the online world to
your fingertips. Happy browsing!

Varun Vohra is a co-founder of
Vaaree.com, a curated marketplace for
home products, and a developer and
tech-entrepreneur.



Man cheats govt. official of 10.7 lakh

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Posing as a TRAI official, a
cyber fraudster cheated a
senior official with the
State Finance Department
and made away with ¥10.7
lakh from his bank account
on Tuesday.

Based on the complaint,
the cybercrime police have
registered an FIR against
the unknown person
charging him under 66C

The cvbercrime
police are trving to

track down the

accused, who posed
as a TRAI official

(identity theft) and 66D
(cheating by impersona-
tion ) under IT Act.

The victim, in his com-
plaint, said on December
5, he received a call on his
mobile phone from Mum-
bai claiming to be a TRAI

official stating that he was
sending objectionable
messages to members of
the public.

Details of bank account
The caller also informed
him that there was an FIR
booked against him and he
would be arrested soon.
The caller said there were
many irregularities and
transactions linked to his
bank accounts and took
the details of two of his

bank accounts on the pre-
text of verification. Mi-
nutes later, he realised that
$10,73,047 had been trans-
ferred from his account.

The cybercrime police
are trying to track down
the accused through the
bank transactions.

The police have request-
ed people not to entertain
any calls made in the name
of police officials or go-
vernment officials asking
for personal details.
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SAAK wants free medical
service to poor patients

ENS @ Belagavi
MEMBERS of Sarvatrika
Arogva Andolana Karnataka
(SAAK) launched a dharna
near Suvarna Vidhan Soudha,
urging the government to pro-
vide all free medical services
including medicines to poor
and needy patients in govern-
ment hospitals across Karna-
taka, in Belagavi on Monday.
Speaking to TNIE, Kiran
Bedi, Member of SAAK said
that most of the poor people,
who cannot approach private
hospitals for their health
problems, are forced to ap-
proach government hospitals.
But in most of the cases, they
are examined, but medicines
are not given to them. The
hospital staff prescribed med-
icines and asked the patients
to purchase them from pri-

vate medical shops, she said. _
Among the poor patients,;
most of them are garment!
workers, beedi workers, con-!
struction workers, sex work-*
ers, women, disabled, gendera
minorities, sexual minorities, '
transgenders and others, sald
Kiran. She said that these pa-,
tients face problems due tQ
time restrictions of the doc-,
tors and staff in the hospital. ;
These are the people who de-:
pend on daily wages and face:
severe problems adjusting tim-|
ings for getting appointments
from government hospital doc-
tors and staff, she said. ’
Kiran said that SAAK 1s de
manding that government hos
pitals should not prescrlbe,
medicines for patients and ask
them to purchase them from;
outside (private medical stores)|

as all patients cannot afford it. :



17-year-old
escapes from
NIMHANS

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A 17-year-old student from
Anantapur in Andhra Pra-
desh, who was brought to
NIMHANS in Bengaluru, to
get treatment for mobile
addiction, escaped from
the hospital on Saturday.
The father of the boy, a
farmer, filed a complaint
with the Siddapura police
on Sunday.

The boy was addicted to
online games and was re-
ferred to NIMHANS. He
was admitted on Decem-
ber 4 as an in-patient. A
doctor referred him to In-
dira Gandhi hospital for
further treatment. After
discharge, the family was
escorting the boy to Indira
Gandhi hospital around 4
p.m. when he escaped.
They searched the hospital
premises before approach-
ing the police for help.

The police alerted the
control room along with
the boy’s profile.



‘India has expertise & specialised
centres to treat sports injuries’

India has spec alised centres
and experts 11 sports medicine
and orthop edics to treat
sports injuries. In
conversation with Kavita
Bajeli-Datt, Dr Aashish
Chaudhry, senior
consultant and head of
orthopaedics and joint
replacement at Aakash
Healthcare Super
Specialty Hospital, Delhi,
said early diagnosis and treatment are
paramount for professional athletes to prevent
further complications, speed up recovery and
reduce the risk of long-term damage.

What are the most comimion sports

injuries you have encountered as an
orthopaedic doctor?
In my practice, I observe many common
sports injuries that include sprains and
strains (ligament or muscle/tendon injuries),
fractures (bone breaks often due to trauma),
dislocations (joint injuries with bones forced
out of place), tendonitis (inflammation of ten-
dons from overuse) and concussions (brain
injuries from head trauma).

¢ Which are the most tricky sports
injuries to treat?

Every injury is unique and requires indi-
vidual treatment. However, injuries involv-
ing major joints (such as knees and shoul-
ders) or those requiring coimplex surgeries
can be tricky Ligamentous injuries, like

ACL tears, are often difficult to treat and
may necessitate surgical intervention.

How important is it for a profession-
al sportsperson to get their sports
injury diagnosed at the earliest?

Over the last two decades, | have seen that
early diagnosis and treatment are para-
mount for professional athletes. This can
prevent complications, speed up recovery,
and reduce the risk of long-term damage.
Delayed treatment can lead to chronic is-
sues and prolonged rehabilitation. In India,
mainly, I have seen people delay treatments.
[t’s essential to follow doctor’s advice before
returning to a game or practice following an
injury, even when you have the desire or
team pressure to continue playving.
Resuming activity too soon can escalate the
risk of further damage or more severe inju-
ries. Mild sports injuries like strains,
burners or stingers may often be managed
with at-home treatments involving rest

and ice for a couple of hours or
days. Once the pain, swelling, and
stiffness have subsided, it
generally signals a safe return

to activity. However, severe
injuries such as concussions or
ACL tears demand a more ex-
tended recovery period.
Progressing back into play often
involves a structured reha-
bilitation programme
comprising sports-specific
exercises and activities.

. A

INTERVIEW

% What first-aid protocol must be
followed immediately after a sportsper-
son suffers an injury”?

The primary approach 1o be followed after
an injury often involves first stopping the
activiry, assessing the situation, followed by
employing RICE method (Rest, Ice, Com-
pression. Elevation). This method 1s benefi-
cial within 24 to 48 hours after experiencing
various muscle strains, ligament sprains,
bruises or injuries. Also, it 1s important to
seek medical attention if the damage is se-
vere, a suspected fracture, severe bleeding
or loss of consciousness. Other steps In-
clude applving PEACE (Protection, Eleva-
tion, Avolding anti-inflammatory modali-
ties, Compression, Education) and LOVE
principles (Load. Optimism, Vasculariza-
tion. Exercise’ Activity) to help mitigate 1n-
jury and related complications.

» What is the role of rehabilitation and
physiotherapy in case of a sports
injury?

Sports Injuries always require a holistic ap-
proach. Hence, rehabilitation and physio-
therapy are crucilal for restoring function,
strength and flexibility after a sports injury.
Thev also help reduce the risk of re-injury.

¢ Does India have enough special-
ised centres, institutions, infra-
structure and experts in
dealing with sports injuries?
India has specialised centres and
experts in sports medicine and
orthopaedics. However, some ath-
letes opt for treatment abroad
due to perceived expertise, ad-
vanced facilities and personal pref-
erences, The choice depends
on the specific injury, the ath-
lete’s comfort and medical
team recommendations.



[ISc researchers suggest ways to
‘make non-responsive cancer
cells respond to immunotherapy

. The Hindu Bureau
- BENGALURU

Researchers at the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc),
in a new study, have tried

' to understand how diffe-

rent types of cancer cells
respond to Interferon-gam-
ma (IFN-y) activation.
According to IISc, can-
cer immunotherapy

- primes a patient’s immune

system to better find and

~ destroy cancer cells, im-

proving upon the body’s

~ natural ability to fight
~ tumours.

“Contemporary immu-
notherapy approaches aim
to stimulate immune cells

- called T cells to target tu-

~ mours. In this process, the
~ production and function-

~ ing of a cytokine (a small
. signalling protein) known
. as IFN-y are essential for
. the immune system to
- eliminate tumours effec-
- tively. These approaches

|
i
|
|

!

. affect fewer normal cells

when compared to che-
motherapy or radiation.
However, they are either
very expensive or less effi-
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Researchers Dipankar Nandi, Avik Chattopadhyay, Nikita Ramteke,

b

Sirisha Jagdish, and Aagosh Karhale at the I1Sc, Bengaluru.

cient,” IISc said.

In the study they found
that only some types of
cancer cells respond well
to IFN-y activation, while
others don’t. They also
suggest some approaches
that can be used to make
these non-responsive can-
cer cells better respond to
immunotherapy.

“IFN-y is produced by
immune cells such as T
cells or natural killer cells.
It binds to tumours, and in-
duces apoptosis  (cell
death). Reports in the liter-
ature have shown earlier

that if there are lower
amounts of IFN-y or de-
fects in its signalling, then
the tumours don’t respond
well to the immunothera-
Py processes,” said Avik
Chattopadhyay, first auth-
or and PhD student at the
Department of Biochemis-
try, IISc.

In the current study,
when the team first treated
cancer cells in the lab with
IFN-y, they found that the
colour of the cell growth
medium changed to yel-
low, indicating that the
cells were releasing acidic

byproducts such as lactic
acid. This led the team to
dig deeper into the role of
these byproducts. They
found that the higher
amounts of lactic acid pro-
duced in the cell culture
medium was due to in-
creased glycolysis, a series
of chemical reactions that
extracts energy from glu-
cose.

Oxidative damage

The team found that can-
cer cell lines derived from
the liver and the kidney
showed increased produc-
tion of nitric oxide (NO)
and lactic acid upon IFN-y
activation.

This, in turn, increased
the production of toxic
reactive oxygen species
(ROS) leading to oxidative
damage, which eventually
kills the cancer cells.

However, cancer cell
lines derived from the co-
lon and skin did not pro-
duce NO or lactic acid even
after being treated with
IFN-y. indicating that they
might respond poorly to
immunotherapy.



=T HE landscape of gynecological surgery
has undergone a transformative evolu-
tion with the advent of robotic-assisted
surgerv. This cutting-edge technology
has not only revolutionised the field but
has also redefined the standard of care in
gvnecology. By seamlessly blending advanced
robotics with surgical expertise, robotic-as-
sisted surgery has become a pivotal force in
enhancing precision, dexterity and overall
patient outcomes.

From the minutiae of enhanced precision
with high-definition 3D visualization to the
macro impact of shorter hospital stays, each
facet highlights the profound benefits that
this innovative approach brings to the realm
of gynecological procedures.

As we explore the realms of improved dex-
terity, smaller incisions, reduced blood loss
and precise tissue preservation, it becomes
evident that robotic-assisted surgery is not
merely a technique but a paradigm shift in
the pursuit of optimal patient care. Here are
some ways in which robotic-assisted surgery
is changing the face of gynaecology:

Enhanced precision: Robotic surgical
systems offer high-definition 3D visualiza-
tion and scaled motion, allowing surgeons to
have a clear and magnified view of the surgi-
cal site. This enhanced precision enables sur-
geons to perform complex procedures with

+,u. RODOtIC surgery

PLILSE
OF THE MATTER U'ans

great precision.

Improved dexterity: The robotic

arms used in robotic-assisted sur-
gery are designed to miruic the &
natural movements of theliuman g
hand but with a greaterran=cof &
motion and flexibility. Thi: al-
lows surgeons to perform 11-
tricate manoeuvres with more
dexterity, especially in hard 1o

forming gyno care

reach areas or delicate tissue structures.
Smaller incisions: Robotic surgery in gy-
naecology usually involves small incisions,
which result in reduced scarring, less pain
and faster recovery times compared to tradi-
tional open surgery. Smaller incisions also
decrease the risk of infection and lead to bet-
ter cosmetic outcomes.
Reduced blood loss: It utilizes ad-
vanced instruments that can cauter-
ize blood vessels during the proce-
dure, resulting in minimal blood
loss. This can be particularly advan-
tageous during surgeries that in-
volve the removal of fibroids or
the treatment of gynecologic
cancers for accuracy.
Shorter hospital stays:
Due to the minimally in-
vasive nature of robotic

surgery, patients often experience shorter
hospital stays compared to traditional open
surgery. This helps in reducing overall
healthcare costs and allows patients to re-
turn to their daily activities sooner.

Precise tissue preservation: In complex
gynaecological procedures, such as organ-
sparing surgery for certain gynaecologic
cancers, robotic-assisted surgery enables
surgeons to precisely identify and avoid
healthy tissue structures surrounding the
targeted area, resulting in better patient out-
comes and reduced risk of complications. As
with any surgical procedure, the use of ro-
botic-assisted surgery in gynecology depends
on various factors, including the patient’s
medical condition and the surgeon’s exper-
tise. While robotic surgery offers numerous
advantages, it is important for patients to
consult with their healthcare provider to de-
termine the most appropriate surgical ap-
proach for their specific situation. Embrac-
ing the future of surgical innovation, robotic
gynaecological surgery emerges as a beacon
of progress, offering hope for enhanced out-
comes and improved quality of life for
patients.

(The author is a senior consultant and
robotic surgeon, minimally invasive gynaec-
ology at Apollo Adlux Hospital, Angamaly)




S030TE e.-sﬁ:%’ﬁ 3&:5 N CT0T

APV BOI3S: SOI0F E:ﬁ'
QDY a»OCWTT Y %5255
ﬁeaba@ﬁ XOTOT 3,30 %ﬁm%@ﬁ
Q0T @Been. IS OIS
RO0BRT B9

wéf\@d e_-aa@o.b@ WEX
ﬁ..d-q w N PTT wsﬁ UV
OR, C‘:?Oil.‘)w ST, n‘@ u@mr
73 00T, ATTT mﬁ% 5RO
QEEET. FeoTm, ART DT
9, asca‘ DWREE, NS
ﬁ a %eoda eVTTFTED 00N B,
é ﬁpq@aﬁd SOVRBD W) 23@':;
e;so\bom E.:ﬁ‘wﬁﬁ QWTO Ez::co
%60 8 Nwo@wm m@n Eﬁ@da

Soeed ﬁemﬁ% 653 SLRRAS,

TO wﬂa SO0T  LROINITER
%eozﬁ STTT VRT. BIE,0D
ﬁC’S C'J'J ANQT T0CTE, f'ﬁn}@"
ofo@ﬂ VR TOF JRTWL em:b'a
WTO AQWNTON ARWS QT
NT3 0TV T&E LeBTTL.

2,830, 80 SOINT EAT,00Q,
55 WPTRENNT TRDWRE T, TOY
AN, WoB 25 SOOF SIS,
0D WPTRENNE  TWDWREN

3,30 I MOFPTO DOTT.
VWG UFERRT TG,

2PNOBRE VGO  WROSCT

ESO30TT E:?N@ o:bci’) 2%
SReANYM maout:aé 8?5333@
S0TITO.



e3T/ILTT méd) 9®aUTI)

23 87 €9232030€

deensse Lon, S0 Stk BT, wBeNT
e, ¥HTHIR. A, IR, TpIFwde
TWF.  WTRMEWHE 2eIIFOD SO
IVONT 92T, B FOTJIWI0H
HOBO ARTT FoTZNT es3een s 21,

W3R,

SlebletnylaloN

TOOINT IXNIREON €35700 ;qaomow
‘83590
TR OTZ WOV, ITETN, A

edeer, OFB  Doww WO

FeQWT BT AR, TWODEF 0BT
V0T TIPS, B INBWIT)
Q0 ) FOI0I0 FOFTY VB, VTN,

VeDg, OM3T QO FPeXZ0INYY
TO0IRT TIPewd TOIRT IIODTY

ZeQTRHTNT.

(5 510X

gt
& Q’il

Bos® RO TeRT 30T BRRD
InpERYLY 0ne, BeBD) deencs
ama &ifaeoacsoo dueent DBREGEZS 0D,

£zs~e» Bewd,  ONZAVT QY
wﬁfuﬁoﬁﬁg@l WBNTED, TRBRFSII),
 BTITE, BeRE QR I3,

gudeaizen eose bed SINIJ2BN deaza&:
@@ad&‘;m@ﬁo@csdeg T=0D "?3
JRIT.

‘w0 ZeIIon FE IO awne
208 BIgned woiraezzas TR’
wocb 303036 TI nozzs 2555~0303013€1fa
gUSeDHATRT. BT z?aa FeIIN0IT 350
6;335 ub"?oﬁob a&:asaa&) 3@@353

403nE e0IR zsess eaabmsamﬁ
szC  Srendd. w_/aamcb I,
zo%, 2, ﬁmaeéa £2520nE1 esordeazzN
'amm CRLABROT) LI06TRT. BHOFLIB
oaz:,p QAT JTdesnyd eoin mogmofbﬁ
&0 TTS QBT TS SFe. TR SMOIE
soom TRhezmTey; ©@d B8dhos
30370ATS 11023 Te&d, 30

mogmo‘.’bis B30 TGN, HNY
23830 THeoTle, JOURORE Ded, €30

N

TOZDR [T FendTE  DHINELTP
SSARDNE0T 22075 2HF0IBNE.

T0TeE FO0DY [PWE  30h
37reh, AT, TZOLT, T, ©Wowd,
BN =), ToReoDTED. eI BoFaDe)
3017002, 8ZIOR), Wdad e k2
0w Hedd B9 GULTIRIT TT33AN,
wT0 SHBIBe 38, WS, SIS 2edn
SBT3 D) T Re=SI  FHon
Tposdoman SN0 TN, ddesy,
TOTTONT WFTITH GUTINTI0D F0I)
2908e AY.

T, TOTJTONE  8TIT TN
BF0Re BN, @0t Bxpodbe
SHOTNGR!. - BIH WS $TTT
BB Bed), IBAFI0IMTAT. T, BHITT
£ TS T IRITZOWR) DO, BOT )T,
TOFPENID FPeRT03NEN0S
T8N B0 JenTHMaN  AEDTT
TomONAE ITFETIde BB, 98 T,
F,0eed,  Aeekopo, STBRENITIOT

Bow), (FEBein® X3 LR, e

BROYTRTWOOT SogRem,

wps C3NAI, BRWeeH, 8RNI

TR0 NOR S0, '

e THAAOT
LT  [HWBT  FWOITAR
BT 3052000 NBR,
FPEeRB0IT N NT. BeHE, NI
DloerB@ernYw, Y ZedDI
DORNYE) BETN. AT BexE, 38, e,
2380FE3BNOLTL) FZIOD TRRIZT. T
Des ZodedE YT[BR WP, DFexzN
YN, T,000NW, 0F, TRREFRIND,
8earieh 03 TITOCDNABMYRY, LV DI
Hppses’ BN,

TZ,  DeONNE {TY  TOINWD,
FDHNYS aT3e Ded Ted FPOTIRT T,
%0 emsam;@ mw ey, Boed
)Y éedgaaﬂd QR &R BT
Dewnied, THRT, SHD T :memm;@
o@noaéfaz:%ngq 2,300 3 o LM 6
202 V) ERDTTNYRLER0, AW
ol AR 6&3 &raei'? BB m&acsoﬁou

eadroeri aa'n a‘a"amsd *ma@eoas
&350 aqawez ZD0IRE  ER0T
e30), 30023 S0, 0¥ 0T

mome (), F0IDLB FFT, TOT
9500 JTIRGETE, WOT'HTN, FOI
@wEoN  Feb I VRSO
©E0NE0T BRUDTLIEE.

Bexd, WM3E SHOIN), AW,
TXREE JO0IRE IDTY LW,
BREMHIT BHTQ, THF), BLROIR VY.
938, T BIDB) D) 0L [N

—a 1






Dixon to make Lenovo laptops:
in India under PLI scheme

ENS ECORDMIC BUREAD @ NewDain

PADGET ELECTRONICS, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
contract manufacturer compa-
ny Dixon Technologies, will
manufacture laptops and note-
books of Lenovo in the
country.

The company, in an exchange
filing, said it will manufacture
the products of Chinese tech-
giant under Production Linked
Incentive 2.0 Scheme.

“Dixon’s wholly owned sub-
sidiary- Padget Electronics Pri-
vate Limited has been awarded
manufacturing contract by
Lenovo to carry out manufac-
turing of I'T Hardware products
i.e. laptops and notebooks un-
der Production Linked Incen-
tive 2.0 Scheme, subject to sign-
ing of definitive agreement in
due course,” said the company
in an exchange filing.

Dixon produces consumer
durables, lighting and mobile
phones, among other things,

for companies like Samsung,
Phillips, Xiaomi and Godrej. It
is among the first companies
that received the incentive for
electronic manufacturing. The
company recently unveiled a
new unit in Noida to produce
smartphones from Xiaomi.
Lenovo is the second Chinese
company that gave a contract to
Dixon to manufacture its prod-
ucts. According to IDC quar-

terly data, Lenovo, with 16.2% ™
market share, grabs second
spot in India’s PC market in the
second quarter of this year. ;: |

“Lenovo will bring in the glo-,
bal know-how and processes to ..
manufacture IT hardware prod-
ucts. We are delighted and en-
couraged by the trust Lenovo
has reposed on Dixon for the as- -
sociation and believe that this:
association will leverage our
excellence, superior execution
track record and it represents a
major milestone in Indian Gov-
ernments “Make in India” ini-
tiative,” said Atul B. Lall, Vice .
Chairman and Managing Di- .
rector, Dixon Technologies (In- .
dia). The government launched .
the PLI 2.0 scheme in June 2023
to boost domestic production -
and incentivise manufacturers
to scale up their capabilities. -

The scheme received an over-
whelmlng response, with 44\
companies, including HP, Dell, |
Lenovo, Thompson, Acer, and,
Asus applied for it.
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70,000

reasons to
invest in
the market

ENS @NewDelhd o

THREE days after the Nifty
touched 21,000 points, the
Sensex crossed the 70,000-mark
for the first time. The 30-share
index of the BSE on Monday
touched 70,000 at 10.25 am, after
which profit bookings took the
index to its lowest level of the
day at 69,782 in the afternoon.
The index closed the day at 103
points, or 0.15%, higher than

the Friday’s close. Sensex took
almost six years to move from
35,000 on 17 January 2018 to
reach the 70,000-mark. The in-
dex first crossed the 1,000 level
on 25 July 1990. Since then, it
has grown at a compounded an-
nual growth rate of over 20%.
Now, the question popping in
every investor’s mind is: when
will the Sensex hit the magic
figure of 1,00,000? While not
many analysts are ready to take

a bet on that, they feel given the
favourable macroeconomic in-
dicators, likely political stabil-
ity, and changing geopolitical
situation globally, one can ex-
pect an average annual return
of 12-15% from the equity mar-
kets in the next five years.

“I think there is a broad-
based rally underway, more
than the Sensex,” says Vikaas
Sachdeva, MD, Sundaram Al-
ternate Assets.



GST Iimplementation
contributed to buoyancy

Implementation of goods and
services tax (GST) has contributed
to Increased tax buoyancy for
states, sald the report.
Outstanding liabilities may remain
higher than 30% of GSDP for
several states, despite budgeted
fall in outstanding liabilities to
27.6% of GDP from peak of 31% In
FY21. Fiscal outlook remains
favorable, with expectations of
improved tax revenue in the
second half of this fiscal

buoyancy on account of GST, says RBI

MONIKA YADAY @ New Dethi

STATES have shown sustained
improvement in their finances,
with the combined gross fiscal
deficit (GFD) contained at 2.8%
of gross domestic product
(GDP) in the financial year
2022-23, according to the Re-
serve Bank of India’s reporton
state finances.

The reduction in deficit was
primarily on account of a de-
crease in revenue deficit while
maintaining robust capital out-
lays. Among the southern
states, Andhra Pradesh’s re-
vised fiscal deficit stood at 3.6%
of the GDP in FY23 as against
2.2% in the previous year and
budgeted fiscal deficit of 3.8%

for FY24. Tamil Nadu’s revised
fiscal deficit was at 3.2% of
GDP in FY23 as against 4% in
FY22 and budgeted fiscal defi-
citof 3.4% in FY24. Meanwhile,
Karnataka and Kerala revised
fiscal deficit was at 2.7% and
3.5% respectively in FY23 as
compared with 3.3% and 4.9%
in FY22.

The implementation of the
goods and services tax (GST)
has contributed to increased
tax buoyancy for the states,
said the report. However, out-
standing liabilities may remain
higher than 30% of gross state
domestic product (GSDP) for
several states, despite the budg-
eted fall in outstanding liabili-
ties to 27.6% of GDP from the

peak of 31% in FY21. The fiscal
outlook for states remains favo-
rable, with expectations of im-
proved tax revenue in the sec-
ond half of the financial year.
States have budgeted a gross
fiscal deficit to GDP ratio of
3.1% for the financial year 2023-
24, below the prescribed limit
of 3.5% set by the Centre.

However, some states have
set a GFD to GSDP ratio exceed-
ing the Fiscal Responsibility
Legislation (FRL) limit of 3%.
States’ dependence on net mar-
ket borrowings has declined to
76% in the budgeted GFD for
2023-24. Revenue expenditure is
projected to be 14.4% of GDP,
with social sector expenditure
at 8.0% of GDP.




Q4 start-up funding at 7-year low

Chatlenging macro environment, raising interest rates played a major role in fall in funding

E_ltS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Bengaluru
THE funding winter in the In-
dian start-up ecosystem contin-
ues as the last quarter of this
vear (till December 8) is the
lowest-funded quarter since Q3
201€ as start-ups could raise
onlyv $357 miillion.

In Q3, 2023, start-ups man-
aged to raise a total funding of
$1.5 billion. Data from Tracxn’s
India Tech 2023 report reveals
that not just the fourth quarter,
but throughout 2023, the start-
up ecosystem witnessed fund-
ing slowdown as the year be-
came the iowest-funded year in
the iast five years with just $7
billion received so far. In 2022,
India Tech received a total
funding of $25 billion.

While the challenging macro
environment and increasing
interest rates played a major
role in less funding, late-stage
start-ups were the worst hit as
they continue to struggle to
raise funds. Late-stage funding

@ the industry will rebound and flourishl — Neha SIn-gh. co-founder, Tracxn
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Start-ups see funding slowdown this year at $7 billion

Tracxn India Tech 2023 report reveals not only Q4, throughout 2023,
the start-up ecosystem saw funding slowdown, with the lowest funding
in the last five years. Just $7 billion received so far this year

dropped by over 73% to $4.2 bil-
lion this year from $15.6 billion
in 2022. Even early-stage fund-
ing dropped by 70% to $2.2 bil-
lion compared to $7.3 billion
last year.

In the fintech sector, PhonePe
is the top funded company as it
received funding of $750 mil-
lion in four Series D rounds.
With a total of $1.9 billion in
funding, the retail sector also

1f.'uritinesset:l a 67% drop in fund-
Ing compared to the last year.
Interestingly, environment tech
and spacetech sectors are gain-
ing prominence as they have
been receiving good investor at-
tention in 2023. The spacetech
sector received a funding of
$122 million in 2023 till date, a
6% increase from $115 million
received in 2022.

Incred and Zepto are the only
two companies that entered the
unicorn club in 2023 compared
to 23 in 2022. Neha Singh, Co-
Founder, Tracxn said, “While
the funding slowdown in 2023
presents challenges for the In-
dian tech start-up ecosystem,
we remain optimistic about the
future. Our focus remainson in-
novation and creating value,
and we are confident the indus-
try will rebound and flourish.”
Experts said apart from spac-
etech, GenAl (Generative Arti-
ficial Intelligence) is one area
where venture capitalists are
coming forward to invest.



Don't fall prey to loan-waiver
offers: RBI cautions public

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has cautioned mem-
bers of the public against
falling prey to false and
misleading campaigns of-
fering loan waivers. The
bank has asked people to
report such incidents to
law-enforcement agencies.

“The RBI has noticed
certain misleading adver-
tisements enticing borrow-
ers by offering loan waiv-
ers,” the central bank said
in a circular. “These enti-
ties seem to be actively
promoting many such
campaigns in the print me-
dia as well as social media
platforms.

“There are reports of
such entities charging a
service/legal fee for issuing
‘debt waiver certificates’
without any authority,” ac-
cording to the circular.

“It has also come to our
notice that in certain loca-
tions, campaigns are being
run by a few persons,
which undermine the ef-
forts of banks in enforcing

There are reports of

entities charging a

fee for issuing ‘debt
waiver certificates’
without authority

their rights over the securi-
ties charged to the banks,”
the RBI said. “Such entities
are misrepresenting that
dues to financial institu-
tions, including banks
need not be repaid.

“Such activities under-
mine the stability of finan-
cial institutions and, above
all, the interest of the de-
positors. It may also be
noted that associating with
such entities can result in
direct financial losses,” the
RBI warned.




Tata Power LV, I0CL
to jointly set up over
500 charging points

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Tata Power EV Charging
Solutions Ltd. and Indian
Oil Corporation Ltd. (IOCL)
have signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) to roll out fast and
ultra-fast electric vehicle
(EV) charging points across
the country.

Tata Power would install
more than 500 EV charg-
ing points across multiple
IOCL retail outlets to help
alleviate range anxiety for
EV owners travelling bet-
wen cities.

“Leveraging IOCL’s ex-
tensive presence, Tata
Power will set up fast and
superfast charging points
in multiple regions, contri-
buting to accessibility and
inclusivity for a sustainable

electric mobility future,”
said Virendra Goyal, Head -
Business Development-EV
Charging, Tata Power.

“IOCL envisages to pro-
vide 10,000 EV charging
stations by 2024,” said Sau-
mitra Shrivastava, ED (Re-
tail-N&E), IOCL.

“With more than 6,000
EV charging stations at pre-
sent, the company plans to
keep expanding its reach,”
he added.
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Q4 start-up funding at 7-year low

Challenging macro environment, raising interest rates played a major role in fall in funding

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Bengaluru

THE funding winter in the In-
dian start-up ecosystem contin-
ues as the last quarter of this
year (till December 8) is the
lowest-funded quarter since Q3
2016, as start-ups could raise
only $957 million.

In Q3, 2023, start-ups man-
aged to raise a total funding of
$1.5 billion. Data from Tracxn's
India Tech 2023 report reveals
that not just the fourth quarter,
but throughout 2023, the start-
up ecosystem wiinessed fund-
ing slowdown as the year be-
came the lowest-funded vear in
the last five years with just $7
billion received so far. In 2022,
India Tech received a total
funding of $25 billion.

While the challenging macro
environment and increasing
interest rates played a major
role in less funding, late-stage
start-ups were the worst hit as
they continue to struggle to
raise funds. Late-stage funding

Q

While funding slowdown in 2023 presents challenges for Indian tech
start-ups, we remain optimistic about the future. We are confident
the industry will rebound and flourishi — Neha Singh, co-founder, Tracin

Start-ups see funding slawduw-n*this year at $7 billion

Tracxn India Tech 2023 report reveals not only Q4, throughout 2023,
the start-up ecosystem saw funding slowdown, with the lowest funding
in the last five years. Just $7 billion received so far this year

dropped by over 73% to $4.2 bil-
lion this year from $15.6 billion
in 2022. Even early-stage fund-
ing dropped by 70% to $2.2 bil-
lion compared to $7.3 billion
last year

In the fintech sector, PhonePe
is the top funded company as it
received funding of $750 mil-
lion in four Series D rounds.
With a total of $1.9 billion in
funding, the retail sector also

witnessed a 67% drop in fund-
ing compared to the last year.
Interestingly, environment tech
and spacetech sectors are gain-
ing prominence as they have
been receiving good investor at-
tention in 2023. The spacetech
sector received a funding of
$122 million in 2023 till date, a
6% increase from $115 million
received in 2022.

Incred and Zepto are the only
two companies that entered the
unicorn club in 2023 compared
to 23 in 2022. Neha Singh, Co-
Founder, Tracxn said, “While
the funding slowdown in 2023
presents challenges for the In-
dian tech start-up ecosystem,
we remain optimistic about the
future. Our focus remains on in-
novation and creating value,
and we are confident the indus-
try will rebound and flourish.”
Experts said apart from spac-
etech, GenAl (Generative Arti-
ficial Intelligence) is one area
where venture capitalists are
coming forward to invest.



Sam Altman ouster was the
result of drawn-out tensions

The OpenAl board's decision to fire its CEO came after months
spent mulling over issues around his strategic manoeuvring

hen OpenAl's board
announced its declzion
to fire CEQ Sam
Altman last month,
it offered little detail
bovond a statement that said he was not
“consistently candid” with the directors,
According to people Famillar with the
situation, Altmanand the board had been
jockeying privately about what to say
publicly and when. At one point during
discussions about Altman’s possible
returnas CEQ, heeven offered topublicly
apologise for misrepresenting
some board members' views
in conversations when he was
Iobbwing fora director’s removal,
the peaple said
But the board was concerned
that an apology in relation to
one incident could make it sound
like it was the sole redason he
had been fired, while the issues
wereactual Iy deeper,

Issues with Altman
According to the peaple, who
asked not to be identified
discussing private conversations,
the board's move was the
culmination of months spent
mulling issues around Allman’s
strategic manoeuvring and a
perceived lack of transparency in
his communications.

since earlier in the year,
OpenAl board members had
been discussing whether to
remove Altman. The group at the time
consisted of president Greg Brockman,
Altman himselfand the four people who
would ultimately oust him as CEQ: Chief
scientist lva Sutskever, Quora CEO Adam
D'Angelo, Al academic Helen Toner and

Adam
b'Angelo

(Left to right) Sam Altman,
Greg Brockman and
llya Sutskever

entreprensur Tasha MeCauley
The company has an unusual
structure with the anpaid,
non-profit board overseeing the
startup and ensuring it can he
safely shepherded towards the
developmentof Al

The board had heard from some
senior executives at OpenAl who
had issues with Altman. But
employees approached board
members warily because they

were scared of potential repercussions of

Altman finding out they had spoken out
against him, one person said.
Meanwhile, Sutskever's concerns had
been building, InJuly this vear, Sutskever
had formedanew teamat OpenAltobring
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“super intelligent™
future Al svstems
under control

But in Octaber, his
responsibilities
wire reduced,
reflecting

friction between
him and Altman
and Brockman.
Sutskever later
appealed to the board,
winning over some
members, including Toner

No clear picture
In October, Altman also attempted to
have Toner removed from her seat.
At issue was a research paper she
co-anthored, containing some criticism
of OpenAl's safety practices. After
Altman voiced concerns about the
paper, Toner sent the rest of the board
members an email alerting them to
the research and offering to answer
questions about it, said one person. But
one concern Altman expressed was that
with OpenAlunder regulatory scrutiny

due to an ongoing FTC investigation

it would look bad for a board member
ta be critical, as regulators might
conclude that there were deeper issues
at OpenAl, the person added.

Altman also spoke to some board
members himself, It was these
conversations that proved particularly
problematic, according to multiple
people. They sald Altman misrepresented
views and suggested that the other
directors agreed with him that Toner
should resign.

At one point, Altman even told
some directors that McCauley had
sald, "Helen's ohviously got to go,” a

e, -,
IMALING: ATUL BANDERAR

characterisation McCauley resisted.
The directors thought that these
incidents represented a pattern
-~ of manipulative behaviour
by Altman.
Board members had
y also worrled that
Altmanwasn'talwavs
S fally transparent -
. that they couldn’t
get 4 clear picture
from him and
couldn't effectively
supervise him.
¥ So, when the board
moved to fire him,
. they acted quickly and
without advanced notice
— horrifying investors and
many employees,

The way back

In the absence of & clear explanation
about why Altman was removed. nearly
the entirety of the company’s roughly
TT0-person workforce swiftly signed
a letter threatening to gquit unless he
was brought back. One thing the board
members did not count on, one person
said, was how quickly somany emplovees
would rally to Altman‘s side.

In negotiations over his return, Altman
pushed for a statement from the board
absolving him of wrongdoing. The
directors wereunwillingtogive intothis
andotherdemands, but withina few days,
Altman was back.

In the aftermath of Altman's ouster
and return, Toner and MeCauley have
resigned. The only remaining member
of the volunteer board that existed
before November 17 is D'Angelo. The
outgoing directors puished to retain him,
ane person said, in part because they
wanted someoneat the company whowill
remember what happened during the
company's chaotic leadership battle and
the events that ledup toite

- Bloomberg
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Players auditioning for T20 WC look
to spend more time in the middle

South Africa and India will hope rain stays away on Tuesday so that they can try out fringe players with only five games left for the showpiece event

INDMA IN SA

Press Trust of India
GOEBERHA

fter a washout in

the series-opener

robbed the audi-
tioning Indian youngsters
of valuable game time, the
think tank will be hoping
for clear weather in the se-
cond T201 against South
Africa here on Tuesday.

Even the toss could not
be held in Durban on Sun-
day and there is a rain fore-
cast even for the second
game of the three-match
series,

Shubman Gill was not
part of the T20 series
against Australia. Suryaku-
mar Yadav and Rinku
Singh seem to be the only
certainties in the batting
order.

Both Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Ruturaj Gaikwad have
got runs under their belt
but if Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma make themselves
available for the World
Cup, the two players would
need a sensational effort in
the IPL to make the cut.

The only other series In-
dia play before the World

Demolition men: Ruturaj and Jaiswal would hope to get the team off

Cup is against Afghanistan
at home next month. The
selectors will be forced
consider only IPL perfor-
mance for World Cup
selection.

Like Rinku, Jitesh Shar-
ma is also being seen as the
finisher for India in the

shortest format. The extra
bounce on South Africa
pitches will pose a stiff test
for the young batting line-
up. In the bowling depart-
ment, multiple spots are
up for grabs with only
Arshdeep Singh and Jasprit
Bumrah, who is not play-

to brisk starts and push their case ahead of the T20 World Cup. PTI

ing this series, straightfor-
ward selections for the
World Cup.

The teams (from):

India: Suryvakumar Yadav (Capt.),
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shubman Gill,
Ruturaj Gailewad, Tilak Varma,
Rinku Singh, Shreyas lyer, shan
Kishan [whj, Jitesh Sharma (wk),

Ravindra Jadeja [vice-capt),
Washington Sundar, Ravi Bishnai,

Kuldeep Yadav, Arshdeep Singh,
Maohd. Siraj, Mukesh Kumar and
Deepak Chahar.

South Africa:

Aiden Markram {Capt.), Ottniel
Baartman, Matthew Breetzke,
Nandre Burger, Gerald Coetzee

{1st and 2nd T201s), Danovan
Ferreira, Reeza Hendricks, Marco
Jansen {1st and 2nd T20Is),
Heinrich Klaasen, Keshav
Maharaj, David Miller, Andile
Phehlukwayo, Tabraiz Shamsi,
Tristan Stubbs, and Lizaad
Williams.

Motch starts ot 7.30 p.m. IST
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Indian bowlers the bright spot
in T20I series defeat to England

Top performers for India

India lost the three-match T20 series against England, but here's a
look at the players who did well for the hosts

Young spinners Patil
and Ishaque looked
the real deal on slow

tracks at Wankhede

Ad It_va Chaturvedi

aditya.chaturvedim hindustamtimes com

MUMBAL With & new coaching
stnff and many fresh faces inthe
sepund, the Indian wormen s crickee
team returned to action after two-
ancka-hall months aginst a formmi-
dabile Engkund. [t was never going
to e & smooith ride and Harman-
preet Kaur's side conceded the
series after losing the first two
T200s But with s musch-trproved
show that helped win the third
g, they gainied some assurmnee
in the buildup for next year's T20
World Cup in Bangladesh,

If the first game of the series
saw Indin's forgetable bowling
and felding performances, the
sorondd witnessed o major batting
collapse. India’s players were
expectod 1o be rusty but the man-
ner of the defeats, that oo on
home soil, ruised conoems, AL that
point It seemed that Amel Mue-
s stint s head coach would
begin with a whimper,

Hiowever, things clicked (i the
third T201 ps India’s bowlers
restricted England toa below-par
total and the batters showed com-
posure to close out the chase, It
was o dind rubber, but the hosts
approached it with determination,
earning i morale-boost ng win.

"Thie first two rmatches didn't go
the way we wanted them o, We
kmiew we didn't hove (o play this
g ns i wie had lost the series.
We have o long tour coming up
anid this win wis impornt head:
frg It the Test,” said vice-capialn
Smritl Mandhano

In terms of positives, the per-
farmances of scamer Renubka
Singh and spinners Saika lshague
anel Shreyanka Patil stood out,

Renubn was returnbng fo oo

petitive cricket after nine months.
Thee right-arm pacer had strugeled
in the Wiomen's Premier League in
March, tmking one wicket in six
gams, before being sidifined fora
g period due to mjury. But the
2T-year-old didn't waste any time
in finding her best and fintshed as
the joint-highest wicket-taker in
thie series (with Englund left-arm
spinner Sophie Ecclistone),
Renuba's strengths are swing
amd mocuracy, which she show-
cased with the new ball on a
Wankhede Stadium pitch that
abways asslsts new-ball bowlers In
ench gnme, she pickied two wickets
in the powerplay to peg England
back. It was the sort of perform-
aner Todin would've bien looking
for froam thelr premiber bowler
Then there were Saika and
Shreyanda, who made their inter-
national debut with the series.
They picked two wicketrs each
across the frst two games but
shicwed whiat they're capable af in
the third. England were threaten-
g o ] vy with a partnership
betwieen skipper Heather Knight
and Amy Jones but the spinners
triggered o collapse through the
middle overs o ensune & modest
target for their tenm. “Before the
first game, | got here and did my
ot s and warited the gume o
start quickly, Once | bowled my
first ball, | fielt sorted and realised |
bedonge here,” said Shreyvankn after
hageing the Player-of-the-Match
wward in the third T20L
Amanjot Kaur was another
youngster who made her marke
The Z-year-old, who come onasa
surlbssaitute in the seoomd gaome and
tracil: 1 Ilimcker, replacod Pooka Vies-
trnbar {i the third game and miade
kiey cantributions. After plcking
v wickets, she showed pesves of
steel 1o hit Ecclestone for three
fours and complete the chase.
“think for Amanjat to perform
thies iy sl il hulredonis the wiorld's
toprranked bowler in o pressure
sdbuation, shows the chamcter of
this team.” sald Jemimah Rod-

rigues.

While these new faces showed
promise, some familiar concern
aress remakn. India have a formi-
dable top four in Smriti, Shafall
Veerma, Jemimah and Harman-
preet, but they continue to lack
firepower in the lower middle
arder. Deepti Sharma and Richa
Ghish, who soored 15 asnd 27 runs
respectively acrass the three
games, will need o ke more
responsibility as the young batters
In the squad gain experience. [n
terms of pace bowiing, voung Tias
Saclhu will be expected 1o keep
Improving as a lot depends on
Renuka at the moment.

Fielding standards
Flefding is an ares coach Mumum-
dar said he will prioritise, [ndia
shower intensity in the third same
and took cach ol the six catches
thiat corme their way, buta lof of it
wias dovm to Jermnimah, Shoeyiinks
and Amanjor. As o unit, there is
still immense scope for improve-
mient with regards to speed and
athbeticism, For now, India remiain
well behind the standards set by
England and Australia

It's going to be a busy month
for India as they will now host
England in a oneoff Test before
Ausstrulia visit for an al-format
tour. There will be opportunities
aplenty amd India will find them-
selves in o promuising position if
thedr yiung souad kiops put-
ting up afight,

“IF 1 bookk it thee series, we
kept improving” said Har-
manpreet after the third T201
"W need more gume tme, Our
tezam showed we cin keep Impiros
Ing if we get o keep playing.”

Jemirmah added: "This series s
very good preparation for the
World Cup. In our first tesum meet-
imgg with Armol sir, we spola: about
the World Cup being our ultimate
goal. Wi set smaller goals keeplig
the bigger ploture in mind. s
Impartant w ghve this team some
thme.”




333 players to battle it out for
77 slots at the IPL auction

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

The Indian  Premier
League (IPL) Player Auc-
tion will have 333 players
from 12 countries, includ-
ing 214 Indians, hoping to
attract a bid from either of
the 10 franchises in Dubai
on December 19.

The IPL authorities on
Monday evening released
the auction list a day be-
fore the pre-auction transf-
er window closes. Based
on the interest by the fran-
chises, the list has been
pruned from 1150-plus
cricketers who had regis-
tered for the auction.

Interestingly, a maxi-
mum of 77 slots are up for
grabs, considering the cap
on signing 25 players per
franchise for every IPL sea-
son. A maximum of 47 In-
dians will go under the
hammer come December
19, while there will be not
more than 30 of the 119
overseas cricketers.

A total of 23 players
have opted for a base price
of ¥2 crore. All the six
members of Australia’s tri-
umphant ODI World Cup
campaign last month who
have entered the auction
have opted for the highest
base price. They are Travis
Head, Steve Smith, captain
Pat Cummins, Josh Inglis,

Josh Hazlewood and Mitch-
ell Starc.
CcM
K

-
e ) v
TATA

IPL

Hopes aflutter: The 10 teams will look to fly high at the auction on December 19. SPORTZPICS/IPL

Head, who last featured
in 2017, and Starc, who re-
turns to the auction after
five years (he pulled out of
the season after the auc-
tion in 2018) are likely to be
among the top buys along
with South Africa fast bow-
ler Gerald Coetzee, who
has also opted for the high-
est base price.

Shardul Thakur has also
opted for T2 crore as his
base price while New Zea-
land youngster Rachin Ra-
vindra — despite a sensa-

tional World Cup — has a
base price of ¥50 lakh, the
lowest on offer for a player
with an international cap.

Among the uncapped
Indians, Shahrukh Khan
has a base price of ¥40 lakh
while Sarfaraz Khan —- the
other high-profile domes-
tic cricketer to have been
released ahead of the auc-
tion — has gone for a base
price of 320 lakh, the mini-
mum base price.

Sarfaraz’s younger
brother Musheer is among

the seven members of In-
dia’s under-19 squad that is
competing in the ongoing
Asia Cup.

The others are Arshin
Kulkarni, A. Avanish Rao,
Saumy Pandey, Murugan
Abhishek, Aaradhya Shuk-
la and Raj Limbani.

The break-up: India 214 players;
England 25; Australia 21; South
Africa 18; West Indies 16; New
Zealand 14; Afghanistan 10; Sri
Lanka 8; Bangladesh 3;
Zimbabwe 2: Namibia 1;
Netherlands 1.



Shreyanka and Saika — WPL stars
shining on the international stage

P.K. Ajith Kumar
MUMBALI

They are the daughters of
the Women’s Premier
League — Shreyanka Patil
and Saika Ishaque. More of
their tribe should do India
proud in the years to
come.

The two spinners show-
cased their skill at the
Wankhede Stadium on
Sunday night as they
shared six wickets to stifle
the England batting and
put India on course for a
face-saving win in the last
game of the three-match
T201 series.

But Shreyanka and Sai-
ka, who made their inter-
national debut in the se-
ries, as well as Amanjot
Kaur, who first played for
India early this vyear,
showed the national squad
was moving in the right di-
rection. Shreyanka is only
21, while Amanjot is two
years older.

Saika turned 28 a couple
of months ago and she is
the best example of what
the WPL could do to a fe-
male cricketer. The left-
arm spinner had been out
of the Bengal team for
three years, and if she
hadn’t caught the WPL ta-
lent scout’s eyes in domes-
tic matches on her return -
coach Shibasagar Singh
made her a much im-
proved bowler after work-

Spin twins: Saika and Shreyanka turned heads with their
performances in the T20l series against England. EMMANUAL YOGINI

India-England T20I series in numbers

Batting Inns Runs HS SR 50s
Sciver-Brunt s 93 77 140.90 1
Wyatt 2 75 75 150.00 1
Knight 3 65 52 116.07 1
Smriti 3 64 48 100.00 0
Jemimah 3 63 30 85.13 0
Bowling Inns  Overs Wkts BB Econ
Ecclestone 3 11.2 ¥ 3/15 6.26
Renuka 3 12.0 7 3/27 6.33
Shreyanka 3 8.2 5 3/19 8.28
Saika 3 10.0 5 3/22 8.10
Kemp 3 7.0 4 2/24 8.00

ing on her action and
speed - she may have
struggled to break

through.

The Mumbai Indians

°
sse

bowler was undoubtedly
one of the breakout stars of
the inaugural WPL and the
Purple Cap sat on her head
for a considerable time.

The hair under her cap
looks rather different now
— she has dyed it blond —
but her length and varia-
tions of speed remain as
troublesome for the
batters.

At the WPL, Shreyanka
was one of the few bright
spots for Royal Challengers
Bangalore, which had a
nightmare of a tournament
despite shining brightest
on the auction table. She
impressed with her off-
spin and her batting.

England coach Jon Le-
wis was profuse in his
praise of her. “She is really
smart,” said Lewis, who
had a close look at her as
the UP Warriorz coach at
the WPL. “She uses angles,
turns the ball. She fields
well, moves well and can
hold the bat.”

He wasn’t surprised by
Saika’s inclusion in the In-
dian team after her WPL
show. “She has great con-
trol,” he said.

If Saika and Shreyanka,
along with the other bow-
lers, ensured India would
not have too much to
chase, the finishing touch
was provided by Amanjot.
Saika’s MI teammate hit So-
phie Ecclestone, the World
No. 1 bowler, for boundar-
ies in the penultimate over.

The WPL may only be
one-year-old, but its im-
pact is already showing in
Indian women’s cricket.

A BG-BGE
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Tuesday, December 12, 2023
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Decrypting today’s psephology and anti-incumbency

sraeli writer Yuval Noah Harari had said

that the algorithm is the most important

word of the 21st century. But another word

that is giving it a run for its money during
the electoral season is ‘anti-incumbency”.
Psephologists are now fond of explaining
(without understanding?) a lot of things that
happen as a part of anti-incumbency. They
almost speak of it the way cricket commentators
speak of averages. Even in cricket, it often makes
no sense to say that a tearn won at a venue for ‘n’'
number of times, which often has no correlation
or causation with the result in the next game. In
cricket, this could add to the entertainment
quotient, but to reduce elections to a law of
averages is to completely miss the thrust that
needs to be there in foregrounding the key issues
that matter to people, and why they turn out to
vote in such large numbers.

A displacement of the focus

What such anodyne language of anti-incumbency
does is to shift the attention from the issues that
matter and reduces it to averages and the
business of prediction (like Nostradamus). Even
more dismaying is that such language tends to
normalise discontent. For example, the Congress
lost in the Rajasthan Assembly election because
that has been the trend for the last 30 years,
which displaces the question why are people
perennially unhappy with their governments and
what are the issues that have been going unheard
for 30 years. Had the Congress won in Rajasthan,
the debate would be about the Congress having
beaten antiHincumbency, and in terms of how the
trend was broken. Or, it could then be argued
that there is a trend of pro-incumbency, as seen
in Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh.

But the question is not about pro-incumbency
in Madhya Pradesh but, instead, how a
government does win a large number of seats
with a not-so-good-looking governance track
record. Why did issues of mis-governance not
matter? Or, how were they made not to matter?
This displacement of focus on social development
contributes handsomely to ‘electoral autocracy’.

The language of anti-incumbency is a
technocratic one that works as a neo-liberal
assemblage. It flattens out complex processes to
feed the electronic media and digital images. The
language of averages and quantifying electaral
outcomes tums the electoral process into an
algorithmic equation. Part of the problem is that
policy preferences and differences between
political parties have become so marginal to the
process that quantification is the only method left

|

b

Ajay Gudavarthy

is Associate Professar,

Centre for Political
Studies, Jawaharlal
Mehru University.
His recent hook is
“Politics, Ethies and
Emotions in
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Election
analysis is now
entertainment
feeding hyper-
nationalism. in
which critical
debate and
reflection

are missing

to make sense of differences between the parties,
The meaninglessness of ‘choicelessness” for the
electorate is converted into a meaningful-looking
language of ‘averages’, "patterns’ and ‘pro- and
anti-incumbency’.

The power of a certain party

Further, the corollary of such a language that
empties out the process of issues is the
emergence of the Bharativa Janata Party (BJP) as
an electoral machine. It is the sheer ‘speed and
scale’ that brings forth the language of efficiency
and last mile and minute electoral calculations
that become the focus of analysis by
psephologists. The BJP is today able to address
issues through its sheer capacity to generate a
great amount of last minute mobilisation. Earlier,
we would argue that the electorate suffers from
short-term memory that allows political parties to
get away with murder. Now it is about last minute
campaigning. This again makes ‘organisation’,
‘money’ and ‘a high-decibel campaign’ a part and
parcel of a great strategy and electoral
engineering. It again displaces the fact of why or
how arganisational power allows the BJP to
subvert social power dynamics. OF how a great
degree of social fragmentation is forged to divide
social groups. Of what it does to weaken the
ability to raise discontent. At one level, the
process is about normalising discontent. And at
another, about criminalising dissent and the
intermediary space which is filled by
organisational heft and meticulous planning. All
of these processes are later analysed as either pro
or anti-incumbency!

Finally, electoral mobilisation has normalised
elections into becoming a spectacle. The spectre
of drama is a part of electoral communication,
but the impact on social ethics and the fabric of
collective trust becomes sidelined. It has become
a new normal for election analysts and
psephologists to gloat over and expect the Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi, to perform some last
minute magic that will tilt votes in the BJP's
favour even if the BJP has performed miserably in
terms of governance. In Karnataka, for example,
the BJP faced a great degree of discontent
because of massive corruption and other related
issues of social apathy, But Mr. Modi, in last
minute attempts, tried to convert it into a debate
on Bajrang Bali, misinterpreting it as Bajrang Dal,
or the other way round. Mr. Modi further claimed
that the Congress was interested in seceding
Karnataka from India. In Gujarat, in earlier
elections, it was about Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and a former Vice-President taking ‘supari’

from across the border against Mr. Modi. What
does such baseless discourse do to trust that is
necessary for any functional democracy in the
long run? Deliberation is being gradually
displaced by ‘conspiracy’, and social issues get
converted into a discourse on securitisation.

All these electoral battles become converted
into a war zone and a zero-sum game. The last
minute pressure — like the last over in a cricket
match — brings tension and drama, and is like the
climax of a crime thriller. It shifts from
deliberating on issues to, instead, what is most
entertaining. And that in turn becomes, or is
atternpted to be pushed as, the criteria of
electoral choice. When Mr. Modi succeeds it is
often typified as ‘Modi Magic” and attributed to
Mr. Modi's great oratory skills. But what is
happening is a stuffing down the throats of
people of high-decibel and extremely dystopian
images meant to create cognitive and emational
dissonance. Elections are moving away from
issues to that of speed, scale and organisational
efficiency replacing or off-setting electoral
choices made on the basis of issues.

Psephology and electoral analysis are already a
willing part of this shift. They are more
techniques and technologies of power dynamics
rather than analysis meant for reflection and
deliberation. What such technocratic psephology
does is to easily convert it and make it a part of
the campaign of the ruling dispensation. Why so
many exit polls go so dramatically wrong is never
a point of discussion. But each time there are
elections, we are back to this language of
anti-incumbency and averages, where critical
debate and reflection are swept under the carpet.

Disappearance of issues

Owver a period, there has been near-complete
invisibilisation of a lot of issues that were
considered a part of public discourse in India.
What are the levels of poverty in India? And,
Below Poverty Line (BPL)? What percentage of
the population is BPL, which was part of public
debate not so long ago, and which has been
replaced now by the language of GDP growth
rates — again the language of numbers and
averages? What are the working conditions of
migrants in the informal sector that had become
invisible till migrants began to walk back home
during the COVIDHY pandemic lockdown? ltisa
different matter that death itself became invisible
during the pandemic. It is this technocratic
invisibilisation thar has become the root and
source of hyper-nationalism and the freshly
minted fantasy of becoming a vishwaguru.




HOPE UP AFTER WOMEN'S
PREMIER LEAGUE AUCTION

AST year, the Women'’s Premier League (WPL) resembled

a hurriedly-arranged wedding. Players were assembied

for auction from different backgrounds, nationalities and

experience. Sceptics doubted if the league would attract

enough interest to be sustainable. The first year, like al-
ways, seemed shaky. Even the men's IPL faced such teething
issues in its first year, when emotional bidding overshadowed
tactical nuances. The WPL seems to be treading on a solid path
in the second year—which has its own challenges, even for a
mini auction. What seemed impressive was the amount of
money each player managed to draw. There were surprises, too.
One, the demand for some of the uncapped players—Vrinda
Dinesh (1.3 crore) and Kashvee Gautam (%2 crore)—and two,
the signing of experienced players who had been a part of the
system for years. When the league was introduced by the Indian
cricket board earlier this year, it remained an unknown entity;
especially as a commercial venture.

Though the first year had a good response, it remained
uncertain whether the WPL would help transform the domestic
set-up. With uncapped domestic players fetching over a crore,
it is healthier than expected. This would give the entire domes-
tic setup a boost, right from the grassroots. Players know they
are being watched by scouts. They know they can turn cricket
into a profession. There are quite a few success stories from
the first edition too—Shreyanka Patil and Saika Ishaque just
to name a few, The two have made their India debuts, too. With
a wider pool and more quality, no India player can take th_eir
place in the national team for granted. Another heartening
trend is that the mini auction has shown players with skills
can prolong their careers. The likes of Ekta Bisht, unhe:r S_ul-
tana and Sajana S, who are on the higher side of their thirties,
are finally reaping rewards after hard toils. The incentives they

getting are life-altering t0o.

m'rhe mdi:ﬁe cricket boa%d would be looking at the develop-
ments with hope. They have started promot_ing meen’s crlck?t
- and, with such lucrative deals, perhaps it is time the BCCI
started investing more in the women’s game. The mini auction
and interest among franchises and fans haye shown tpat the
WPL is here to stay With smart promotion, 1t can flourish and
reach the heights of the men’s edition.
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BUILD UP TECH
TOPUT DOWN
CYBER CRIMINALS

N unprecedented event took place last week that shook

the Karnataka High Court. Unidentified miscreants

hacked into the video-conferencing platform that ena-

bles lawyers, litigants and judges to hear cases online.

They then displayed pornographic content that was vis-
ible to all who were signed in. This happened while judges were
hearing cases in some of the courtrooms, forcing Chief Justice
of Karnataka, Justice Prasanna B Varaie, to announce the sus-
pension of live-streaming and video-conferencing of hearings
for a few days. The incident is a reminder of how vulnerable
people and digital tools are to those seeking to use mischief to
put spokes in the wheels to derail processes. It highlighted how
~easy it is to do so, targeting even the judiciary.

This happened just three days after another event wherein
some other unidentified miscreants issued bomb threat mails
with communally abusive content to 68 schools in Bengaluru
urban and rural regions, causing chaos when panic-stricken
parents rushed to take their children home. The threats proved
to be hoaxes after the police scanned each and every school that
had received the mail, but the miscreants had their day—an-
other case proving society’s vulnerability in front of the digital
domain’s ability to spread panic. The perpetrators in the two
cases have neither been traced nor identified.

According to the National Crime Records Bureau, 65,893
cyber crimes were registered across India in 2022, a 24.4 percent
increase over 2021. There have been big surges in cyber crimes
of all hues—display of illegal content, online scams, phishing,
identity theft, cyber-stalking and using botnets. Karnataka
has among the highest numbers of registered cyber crime
cases. And the conviction rate 1s very poor—inosi of the perpe-
trators use elusive virtual private networks and proxy servers,
and remain unidentified and untraceable. Global assessment
of cyber security indicates that there are 2,200 cyber attacks
per day—one every 39 seconds. It is estimated that cyber crime
could cause losses to the tune of a whopping $10.5 trillion by
2025 around the world. The grave situation and forecast
calls for central and state authorities to refine their technolo-
gies to trace the culprits and raise the conviction rate to build
credible deterrence, besides spreading awareness among

the masses on how to remain safe in cyber domains with no
scope for gullibility.
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